English Language Learner in the VPK Classroom

Second Language Acquisition - Simultaneously


Roberto

Roberto is a four year old student whose mother is from Chile and whose father is from the United States.  Roberto’s mother came to the United States to go to college where she met Roberto’s father.  Since Roberto’s parents have different native languages, Spanish and English, Roberto is exposed to both English and Spanish at home.  Since he was an infant, Roberto has been in child care where he was incidentally exposed to English.  Roberto speaks fluent English and Spanish, but sometimes he mixes words from both languages. Roberto began his life simultaneously learning two languages, Spanish and English. 

Mrs. Gillespie would like for Roberto to continue to increase his English vocabulary.  Roberto, unlike Julia and Kim, has developed a fluent English and Spanish vocabulary, but Mrs. Gillespie would like to see this continue to grow.  Mrs. Gillespie would also like to help Roberto use both languages independently and fluently to communicate his thoughts and interests.

Some of the strategies Mrs. Gillespie will use to increase Roberto’s expressive vocabulary include:  ensuring students that they are in a safe and supportive environment in which they can practice their new language without fear of ridicule; asking the students to repeat things after the teacher (in a small group until they feel comfortable); and helping students make friends with other children which will lead to discussions during play, lunch, and other times throughout the day. Mrs. Gillespie will also pair Roberto with a bilingual child who speaks English proficiently without confusing the two languages to serve as a model. 
After implementing the strategies, Mrs. Gillespie will formally and informally monitor the English language learner, through assessments, portfolios, and conversations, as he progresses to English proficiency. 
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